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2013 the
start of
something
GREAT

What an exciting year!
GAUTENG WOMEN IN
INSURANCE started in
February 2013 and has grown
from eight ladies with a vision,
to a stunning 900 (and counting)
women working in the short-
term insurance industry in
Gauteng.

Over the past few months we
have come to realize that we
are working in an industry filled
with passionate and eager
women who really understand
the benefits and importance of
networking.

A big THANK YOU to all our
members for spreading the
word, for attending the events,
and for all the contributions we
received towards the charities
which we supported during
2013.

GAUTENG
WOMEN IN
INSURANCE

Promoting the
networking of WOMEN
who work in the
Insurance industry in
Gauteng, South Africa.

WWW. gautengwomenininsurance.co. za




2012 CHARITIE

[ 4 —
ZJ-':/ w0 I/~ 0N\l 11

During 2013 GWII hosted three events where we collected goods for
specific charities.

The first GWII Networking Function

GWII held the Inaugural GWII meet and greet
event on 22 May 2013. This event was kindly
sponsored by Emerald and held at the Emerald
Offices in Fourways. A very big thank you to all
the members who attended.
goodies, GWII were able to deliver 15 full food
parcels to the Africa Food for Thought (AFFT)
programme.

The GWII Year End Function on the 19t of
November was a hit! Norton Rose opened their

doors for us and we had a spectacular area to TheWo me n6s D awas leid em t

host thel event of the year. This was a special the 7t of August at Willis, Sandton
networking function based on the lines of
"speed datingo. _ .= A huge thank you to all the GWII

members for joining us and for opening
 theirhéafts o RenBriirtdd charity -
Handbag Project which assists Rape
survivors.

The 6entrance feebd
to the Enhlanhleni Creche in Slovoville.
A Christmas party was arranged where
the children of the creche was treated
with gifts, a Christmas father and lots
more.

-, iy,

For more information on the past events visit our website or Facebook page
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As | write this article | have just arrived back  Thankfully, my working hours have sorted

to the office from a near crisis involving themselves out somewhat over the years,
electricity (or rather the lack thereof) at probably a bit of a combination of moving into
home. This morning | got up at 4:30am to more senior roles, and changing employers.
get to a spinning class at 5am, went home to  The reality is that some people can start early,
get the boys ready for school and work and others prefer to rather work later. At

respectively, then sorted myself out for work.  Emerald, it is important that our team is

| popped in at the hospital to take a friend a energised, motivated and happy 1 both at
new baby gift, attended a business lunch, will home and at work, and people must choose
manage a Pilates session before another what works best for them and their

work function this ev eircumstgnces.®Ouedy ldngdworkingldays with
fortunate to get home by 9pm. And of course little or no breaks, and working late into the

that doesnét take 1| nt ceveaingds oalsudstainable and wilbmotrmake

working day in between! for a happy workforce. Our offices are rarely
locked later than 5:30pm, even during

My name is Carla Jordan, and | am an stressful periods such as busy renewal

Executive Director at Emerald Risk Transfer,  seasons and financial year-ends. Not only do
a committee member of Gauteng Women in we encourage people to eat healthy, drink

|l nsurance, and i n my vatgr,amdexercisej boteve dlso encoaraga n

NPO called You & Me versus MND, raising mental wellbeing.

awareness and funds for people with motor

neuron disease. | am married to Kevin and Time management

we have three boys between the two of us. Spending time with my family and friends has
become important and highly valued, more so

Finding the balance than ever over the past few years. | love

By now you probably think that my work-life entertaining and there is nothing better than a

balance is a disaster, but | am happy to Sunday afternoon spent with family, good

report that, over the years, | have actually friends and a bottle of wine (or two)! When

managed to create balance in my life, whilst we have Kevinds boys 1
at the same time build a career and achieve household is noisy, raucous and full of energy.

a few other personal goals along the way. | have realised that boys actually have no
This was not al ways t lanceptafsalkigg sdftly & ane it isvaavessonze!
stage in my working career where | thought | read an article recently about what children
nothing of getting to the need more than anything from you as a
office at 6am and parent, and it was not money, fancy clothes or
working through until expensive gifts but TIME! Reading that article
late at night. Suffice to just reiterated how important and precious
say that when my first guality time with my son is.
marriage collapsed, |
really started to take Other challenges
stock of my life, and My husband has motor neuron disease, and
particularly the severe Six years ago he was given two to five years
_lack of balance | had at to live.
\ that time.
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| cannot even begin to explain how this puts | train early in the morning, before anyone is
your | ife into per speanvakeardalsodioRilates withagiapad r e
trying to compress a girifriendsdwice wweek Exeroide cléars gokre t
items into a short space of time. The positive mind, gives you time to think and focus, and

part of this is that lwelbpe hau facdleweryemnmgiss @
amazing holidays! highly recommend it!
Do | have all the answers? Absolutely not! But
Me, myself and | | hope that this will give you inspiration to
| believe in the importance of time on your evaluate your life and create a little more time
own - outside of work and family 1 to do for the important things!
something that you enjoy! | started running
about two years ago, and ran my first half Carla Jordan, is one of our committee

marathon last year. You & Me versus MND members - a real inspiring woman working in

registered a charity bond for the Momentum  Insurance. Thank you Carla.

94.7 Cycle Challenge last year as well, so

inevitably | ended up riding that in the latter If you have a story to tell about yourself

half of the year, and | thoroughly enjoyed it. || which will inspire others please take the time
to write it and send it to admin@gwii.co.za

10k el @Y, « abe\ 1l o= 1 oY 2% Y al
U4 The year ahead
Membership fees
At Gauteng Women in Insurance it is our By charging a membership fee we will be in
heartfelt desire to accommodate each and a position to hire larger venues, book
every member who wants to attend our events, professional speakers and do the things that
but space has really become a problem you, our members, have expressed an

interest in. We have big plans, and with your
We introduced an ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP help, we want to make sure we reach those
FEE of R250.00 per person, per annum with goals.
effect from 1 January 2014.

A big thank you to all members
who have made their membership payments

Diary:

14 February Valentine’s Breakfast
14 May Women‘at Work

2 June Next newsletter

6 August Women’s Day



P

(D

twork Live Events to (arc
= o U U\, L U =F = o U U & = N/ w U N/

- —_— o
Tl = >

W your Busin

7
=4

Why you should attend business networking events

No matter how hard you work, you cannot
live up to your full potential as an
entrepreneur operating in total isolation.

Even if you are not a social-preneur by
nature, attending business events can
accomplish four key things to help you
both personally and professionally:

Educational Benefits in Networking: You
will likely learn at least one new tip or
strategy, or maybe an easier way of doing
things. Having others to brainstorm and
bounce ideas around with can save you
time, money, and headaches.

Networking Improves Your Credentials
and Professional Appearance: You can
beef up your website and business
credibility by talking about the events you
attend. The more serious you are about
investing time into your business, the more
serious others will be about your business,
too.

Networking Boosts Your Confidence
and Sense of Pride: You feel more
empowered and validated as an
entrepreneur when you participate in the

Aliveo business worl
It is easy for work-from-home moms to feel
l i ke they are an

woman because they work in jammies at
the kitchen table answering emails at 2
a.m. It is important to remember that no
matter where you work from, how small
your business is, or even if you are taking
a loss right now, if you own a business you
are still an entrepreneur.

Meeting other women in various stages in
their own professional lives (including

working from home offices in ratty sweats)

can be very encouraging.

Getting to network face-to-face is exciting
and rewarding because you get to talk about
your business with others who are like-

minded. When others share your enthusiasm

it can help restore your vision and passion
for your own business.

Make New Business Contacts: And last,
the obvious benefit of networking: you will
make new business connections that could
lead to clients, sales, investors, and other
important contacts.

Online contacts are often like blind dates
and take longer to establish, but meeting
someone face-to-face gives instant
gratification and affords you the ability to
more quickly assess if a potential business
relationship is worth investing time and
attention to develop further.

WIB Forums - A Great Place to Find and
Create Networks
Women i n

Busi nesso f

d conferences, seminars, award ceremonies,

luncheons, and many other functions you

A i mp cas dttend. § yob hageiatterededsan event,

you can post about your experience, or, if
your business offers services to other
women-owned businesses, list your own
event information

Spread the word - Gauteng Women in Insurance
networking arena for women in short term insurance
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The Best of Linkedin

Advice From The Youngest Self-Made Female Billionaire in History

| had the opportunity to attend the keynote *You donb6t have to go
presentation of Sara Blakely, Founder * You CAN figure it out i you have the

of Spanx. In her one-hour talk, Sara ability.

highlighted her fascinating journey from * You can build a billion dollar business
launching a start-up with $5000 in savings to starting with $5,000.

becoming the youngest self-made female * Dondt worry about th
billionaire in historythetiaigrgimt.e whodés heard

Sarads story knows i t 0% Breakilythé raoldésta goodthing.n d
motivating, but to see her live brings a new

dimensionto herstory. Shedés freshSarads most i mportan

exuberant, funny and completely passionate ABelieve in your ide

about helping women feel and look theirbest;, and dondt b elttokmeawod

and about reforming all of the misguided years from the time | had the idea for

trends that have kept in women in painful Spanx until the time | had a product in

and ill-fitting undergarments over the last 50 hand ready to sell into stores. | must have

years. heard the word fAnoo
you believe in your

Here are the top 10 lessons | learned from anyone stop you! Not being afraid to fail is
Saraods journey from fax kmayx hpart of the su
saleswoman to entrepreneurial superstar:

* Fail Big I n the end, Sara Bl a
* Visualize it what 6s possi bl e when

t
a
t

c

k

* Dondt share your fragwdd@r e dreaas avu 1t e ft lhle wey

too soon. when our passion and commitment to
* Dondt take no f or an somehimgoutside ourselves brings ustoa
* Hire people you like and trust (even if they calling.

dondédt know a great deal about what you need

them to do).

What are you most afraid of failing at? Will you get in the cage with your fears and take a step

toward your dream today?

Join us on Linkedin for these and more discussions

I have this system where if I
buy three or four new things, I
give away three or four things.
Sometimes, it's a very painful
system, but shopping is even
better when you know that
someone else who needs it will
be getting. Keep the clothing
& karma going, I say.’

Sara Blakely

Linked [T}



REMEMBER. THAT.

I want every little girl who is told
sheis bossy to be told she has
Ieadership skills. ~Sheryl Sandberg

Join us on Facebook
for more inspiration
and news
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